VILLA CAMIL

Travel down a country road from
Pedatl, a lishing village on {he
copsl ol Panamae’s Azuem

Ihe roadd winds thooueh
dry tropical foresis, crosses

Peninsuli

streams, passes pustireland where
Then,
sedmingly oul of nowhere, the
drcam hegins. ¢n the right appears
asmonth oolor

horses and caitle graze

a walled enclisiire
of Spanish termoniia Stop 41 an
unmarked teak poral, ring the casi
iron bell. Villa Camiila s Jarge ek
door swings open to reveal 4
uniijue tropical retread

Yilla Camilla, a guesthouse set on the
crown of a hill overlooking the

Pacific, is the first restament to an
imermnationally acelaimed architect’s
dream of creating an elegant lifestyle
pestled in rawre. Tn 1997, Gilles
Saint-Gilles and his wile Camille
arrived from Paris 10 visit fnends and
were immediately seduced by the
peninsulas folkloric character and the
rolling hills, which reminded them of
Tuscany Drawing from a portfolio
which Includes Arab palaces,
high-end apartments, designer
boutiques and renovation of medieval
French castles, the couple stayed to
creale Azueros, an ocean-side
community in harmony with the
environment, blending exguisine
design with Old World craltsmarship

By Asia Sherman

Al Villa Camulla, bougaimwillea climbs
the hand-rubbed venetian plaster
walls, Water trickles ever the wide
edges of the pool. The soothing
Pacific breezes rustle the palm
covering of the rooltop terrace
Footpaths set ti river stqibe’ wander
through immaculate gardens ol
tropical flowers and trees. Unspodled
vistas stretch over gentle hills into a
wide Pacific blue

By day, the Iriendly stalf serves
refreshing beverages - chilled
coconul, lemongrass, mint nfused
waters, fresh frult juices. In the
evenings, gucsts gather for tropical
cocktails in the grand salon with s






collection of pre-Columbian antiques
or on the terrace as the sun sets into a

vibramt sky Fireflies begin 1o flicker
pround the garden All |s simply
orchestirmied.  The 20-foot wooden
cinimge wble s land with a crisp white
tablecloth, careful able settings and
beautiful Mowers. Guests also have
the option of dining privately on the
poalside terrace
Vi eviery corner, details testily o
the archiiect’s agsthetic. Water
liadms i outdoosr [Aucel (s .-|||:'_||r 0n
a1 III"| '|'.I'I| !Iu!' TEYEl TN |-|
Outdeor pool showers are artfulls
concealed on either side ol an
antigue wooden door. A stacked
stome willl surmounds o large mango
tree, laden with Drufl in season

b indricute iron gate leads to an
enmiry couriyard with a gurgling

{oaniain and a etrealar bread oven

And within the comlons of seven
unlque guesirooms are more details
ta be discovered. From the Jacaranda
rooms wowening dome made of 3,669
red bricles 1o the Roble nooms
pargquet floor of cak imported from
France and native hardwoods: from
the vast baths and showers to the
dream-like wall appliqués. from the
four-pasier beds (o the wood-peged
keams (ram (ke terracora floass
miade from the red eanth of the region
to the locally handmade tiles; from
the exposed structure of the Hibiscus
Cottapes roof o custom-made
furniture of Gilles Saint-Gilles design,
all celebmtes expertise and provides
visual enchantment

|II HOITE

Beyond the Villas gardens, guests can
amble down paths to Azueros

smooth sand beaches or past the
workshops where local crafismen
trained by Old World master anisans
cregte fumishings and woodwaork for
the gracious homes being built on the
propenty. For guests who prefer other
modes of meandering, mountain
bikes and horses can be arranged

There 15 mich to be explored on the
Peninsula, famed for its rich folklonic
history, national parks and festivals

A wrip through the Los Samos
Province gives the leeling of stepping

back in time. Cowboys ride along
newly paved roads Men wearing
sombreros gather in roadside

cantinas. Local tours take visitors 1o
ans & cralts workshops where
polleras, the colorul and elaborae
natlonal dress, orginated. Olfshore is
Pamumas famed Tuna Coost where
world-class fishing and secluded
islands await

How to Gel There:

40 minutes oy chaner
plana fram Panama City.
or by car, a d-hour drive
from Panama City ovar
the Fan-Amerncan
Highway through calanial
TREOSHIE TOWnNS

Hates:
From 300 to 5450 a
night

Accommaodations:

Two rooms with twin
bada, 4 rooms With guasan
si7e beds gng a separale
collage wilh one gueaan
and twin bads

Facilities and Amenilias:
Pool with panoramic
views, grand galon with
wirsless Intarmat, air-
conditioning, laundny
sarvice, national and
aternational phona
ACDEEE, DET and
restaurant

Food: Freanch-inspired
F"al'lﬂ MaEanI@n Culsarng

Area Actlivities: Beach
walks, boating, diving,
snorkeding, surfing
harseback riding,
mouniam i:lli'i.lr.!.'l. cLiltural
and island tours

Contact:
Villa Camilla Reservalions
resgrvalliensve & azuerns.com

(507) 232-6721 / (507) BETO-6721

wanaLvElscamsllphaal.oom

Azveros Sales
il arUBnos.com
{507 232-5050
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